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a book of this kind may appear a hybrid, possessing
the weak points of either of its parent stocks; but,
on the other hand, it may be hoped that the end
justifies the means.
I have advisedly not included the Constitution of
New Zealand. The shadowy kind of federation
adumbrated by the establishment of the six Pro-
vinces can hardly take rank among federal Govern-
ments, even during the short period of the existence
of these Provinces; and in other respects the
Constitution of New Zealand was similar to the
Constitutions of the other Australasian Colonies.
I have to express my warm thanks for correc-
tions and advice to Professor W, L. Grant, of Queen's
University, Kingston; to Mr. A. Berriedale Keith,
of the Colonial office, author of EespomUe Govern-
ment in the Dominions, and to Mr, E. Barker, Fellow
and Tutor of Si John's College, Oxford. Professor
Grant found time before leaving England to read
the book through in MS.; Mr. Keith has generously
placed at my disposal his probably unrivalled know-
ledge, at least in this country, of these Statutes,
and ]\lr. Barker read my Introduction, and made
some valuable suggestions with regard to its con*
eluding part.
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